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Times are a’changing; we’ve left (however reluctantly) the 20th century (not to mention my favorite, the 19th century) behind, and
we are boldly going into the future in search of the Starship Enterprise.

Seriously, the Friends have decided that it is time to give a new look to our newsletter and to enter the electronic age.  This may be
easier for some of us than for others; what with trying to keep up with things like Facebook, QR Codes, YouTube, phone aps, Twitter,
iPhones, iPads, Kindles, Droids, Blogs, etc.  However, it is time for the “Rally” to move ahead.  But we’re going to do it slowly, after all,
some of us still remember the dial telephone with actual wires into the wall, and some of us still have to actually get off the couch to turn
the station on the television (and I’m talking black-and-white, with rabbit ear antennae).  So we are not going to just jump into this.  The
“Rally” will still be on paper, but, as a cost-saving measure, we’re going to be cutting back to a twice-a-year schedule – Spring and

B IG CHANGES COMING TO THE “RALLY”

UNITED WE WILL WIN:
World War I I  Posters  That  Mobi l ized A Nat ion

The Historical Museum at Fort Missoula is pleased to announce the
upcoming opening for the new exhibit: United We Will Win: World War II
Posters that Mobilized a Nation on April 21, 2012, with a special preview
opening for members on April 20.

Featuring nearly fifty original World War II posters, produced in both the
United States and abroad, the exhibit is based around the six war information
themes the Office of War Information (OWI) produced for mass distribution.
The OWI, established June of 1942 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
helped control the content and imagery of war messages, as well as coordinate
the war-information activities of all federal departments and agencies to insure
accurate and consistent flow of war information to the public.

Director's Messege, Cont'd on Page 6

Curatpr's Corner, Cont'd on Page 4
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The mission of the Friends of the Historical Museum at Fort
Missoula is to keep Missoula County’s history alive for the
education and enjoyment of the public.

FRIENDS MISSION STATEMENT

VISION STATEMENT
The vision of the Historical Museum at Fort Missoula is to

inspire a sense of place and history for Missoula County by
collecting, studying, interpreting, and preserving the region’s
natural and cultural heritage.  This includes the Museum’s
core areas of collecting:  the history of the city and county of
Missoula, the history of Fort Missoula and the military
presence in the area, and the history of forest management
and the wood products industry in western Montana. The
Museum’s focus further includes, but is not limited to: family
history, women’s history, Native American history,
environmental history, and minority-based history.
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Volunteer  Report
Carolyn Thompson, Volunteer Coordinator

cpthompson@montana.com

In January I had the
opportunity to participate as a
volunteer for the local Project
Homeless Day.  Project Homeless
is a nationwide, one day event that
connects homeless people with
much needed services in their
respective communities. I, along
with over 200 other volunteers
(including museum volunteers,
Howard Hufstetler and Victor
Machart), escorted several
individuals through the wide array
of services offered by various
community agencies.  It was a humbling and gratifying experience.

I don’t always feel that I have enough time to volunteer.
Between job and family life, my time seems to be pretty well spoken
for by the end of the day.  However, I have been aware of this
project for a few years and wanted to help out.  It was encouraging
to see Museum volunteers there.  It reminded me that we are all
part of the same community.

Coming from a social services background, my half day of
volunteering felt like a return to familiar territory.  Now being in
the museum world, I have had to expand my own sense of what
service is and how that can match up with my own gifts and
abilities. In turn, as a volunteer coordinator, I hope to help you
use your gifts and abilities and find a place for yourself here at
the Museum.

I have met some incredible individuals through this job who
have impressed me with their level of service and dedication to
the Museum.  With the many gifts and talents that you as
volunteers bring to this organization we are all enabled to be of
great service to our community.  The spirit of volunteerism is
alive and well, especially here at the Historical Museum.  And as
always, thank you.

The Friends organization is not as active in the winter as we are in the spring and summer, but the Board of
Directors continues to meet in both November and February and continues to work with Bob Brown and the museum
staff to find additional ways to assist the Museum in accomplishing its goals.

Our November meeting included a discussion of this quarterly newsletter, the Rally. It costs the Friends roughly
$10,600 to print four issues a year. Since the Friends are focused on fundraising for the Museum, $10,600 is a lot to
spend on a newsletter. The suggestion was made to reduce the print newsletter to two issues – one in spring and one in
fall – and provide email news blasts to the membership at other important times of the year. Doing this will require the
Board to strive to get email addresses from the membership. Because of the lack of a quorum at the November
meeting, a final decision will be made at the February meeting. At present this is a heads-up for the membership. The
approxmately $5,000 savings can then be designated toward the $33,000 annual mortgage payment on the Post
Headquarters Building (T-1) for which the Friends are responsible.

Other news. We did very well with the Book Sale this year, increasing our sales from $3,500 to $4,500. Let’s plan
to make $5,500 next year. Thank you for all the wonderful book donations.

The Annual Meeting is scheduled for April 3 at the Holiday Inn Parkside. More information is included in this
newsletter on that always enjoyable event. Save the date.

And finally, on a personal note, I am completing my second three-year term on the Board of Directors and my
second year as President of the Friends. According to the by-laws, I am required to leave the board. It is an activity
which I shall miss. Thank you all for privilege of leading this organization for the last two years. It has been a rewarding
experience. My last official duty will be to chair the annual meeting. Please come and say goodbye.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Coby Johnson
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EDGE-UCATION  CORNER
By Dorene Might-Dyer, Director of Education
and Carolyn Thompson, Education Assistant

dmightdyer@montana.com
cpthompson@montana.com

…the gray, damp sky continues!  Winter
season finds education staff busy in their
offices making plans for spring and
summer and attending meetings in
preparation for future programs.  The
BIG event we are planning for this winter
is the opening of the World War II exhibit
“United We Will Win” in mid-April.
Carolyn and Dorene have met with Nicole
to brainstorm ways to interpret the exhibit
for all ages.  We’ve visited MCT’s prop
storage in search of appropriate furniture
for the Fireside Chat display.  We’re
researching the music, cartoons, movies,
rationing, propaganda, poster-making,
recycling of scraps for war weaponry
use, reading books and articles, trying to
educate ourselves in order to produce
worthy education activities and events to
accurately interpret this patriotic era in
modern American and World history, and a fascinating era it
is.  These activities include poster-making with Matt LaRubbio,
a local graphic artist; creating your own poster; an interactive
rationing game; an interactive exhibit guide for families; a
hands on telegraph activity using “V” (for victory); WW II
movies, cartoons, and newsreels showing in the Orientation
Room, and lectures.

Other education happenings – In collaboration with Martha
Lindsay, Education Director for Traveler’s Rest, the education
staff is organizing  a regional competition for Montana National
History Day which will take place on Saturday March 24th at
Traveler’s Rest.  We have a few teachers and a handful of
middle and high school students who have shown interest in
participating, and we had an information session for teachers
to attend for more information and questions. We were
anticipating a small group this year, but have hopes and plans
to expand the competition each year.  Winners of this regional
Western Montana competition will go on to the State
competition in April at UM-Billings campus.  It is truly a

valuable experience for students, and
we’re excited to bring National History
Day closer to home!

An exciting outreach project is in the
works! We’ve met with the Missoula
Public Library staff to partner in
programming for the 2012 Big Read.  The
reading selections for this year are; My
Antonia, Hattie Big Sky, and Sarah,
Plain and Tall.  Depending on grant
approval, plans are in place for
community-wide events and festivities.
Stay tuned.

In late fall Jim Sparks, a Bureau of
Land Management Biologist and Museum
Education Docent, approached staff
about applying for grant monies through
the “Youth in the Great Outdoors”
initiative.  The goal of this initiative is to
engage, educate, employ, and connect

youth to America’s natural resources and cultural heritage. After
much discussion we decided to focus on the homestead and
expanded programming. We’ve submitted our ideas and
estimated costs, Jim will write and submit the proposal, and
we should know by October if the money is available to us for
2013.  Keep your fingers crossed!

We are always looking for education docents.  If you know
someone who would be a great docent candidate and is looking
for some valuable way to help, please suggest volunteering at
the Historical Museum at Fort Missoula.  They can contact
Carolyn Thompson, Volunteer Coordinator/Education Assistant
if they are interested in more information.

The annual spring training for education docents will be
Monday, March 19, from 9:00 to 4:00 (yes, it’s an all day
training!)  Sondra Hines, from the Holter Art Museum in Helena
will be training us in Visual Thinking Strategies.  We thought
this would be a great opportunity to learn new skills in
preparation for leading tours in conjunction with our new exhibit
“United We Will Win”.

WANTED!
Used Books for

Next Year’s Book Sale
Drop off at the Museum or contact

Coby Johnson at 543-3303
and we’ll arrange pick-up.

Remember, there are always
opportunities at the Historical Museum.

We have lots and lots of projects that
need your help and your enthusiasm:

Front desk, store, docent, maintenance,
Trolley Barn, Homestead Cabin,

Library Car, and the list goes on…

CALL  CAROLYN  THOMPSON  AT

728-3476 ext .  4

VOLUNTEER
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C u r a t o r ' s  C O R N E R By Nicole Webb, Interim Curator of Collections
nicolew@montana.com

United We Will Win will showcase these six themes and the various poster
campaigns they produced. The six themes are:  The Nature of the Enemy, The Nature
of our Allies, The Need to Fight, The Need to Work, The Need to Sacrifice, and The
Americans.

The exhibit will also feature a recreation of the inside of an OWI office space; a
large pile of scrap collected for the war effort; a cozy living room space to listen to a few
of President Roosevelt’s famous Fire Side Chats and music from the war; an area to

create your own poster; as well as a
variety of other hands-on educational
activities.

Still in the early works of creativity -
we are also excited to announce that
local graphic design and poster artist
Matthew LaRubbio will be designing the
title poster for the exhibit as well as a variety of other posters to coordinate with
lectures and activities associated with the exhibit.  Look out for this interesting
contemporary approach to the aesthetic and artistic approach to World War II
posters.

United We Will Win will also feature an extensive online exhibit. The Museum
has nearly 700 original World War II posters donated in the late 1980s by The
University of Montana archives.  The online exhibit will again sort the posters
by the six war themes of the OWI, as well as feature biographies of the poster
artists featured in the collection. Visitors will be able to directly link to the
online database while viewing the exhibit at the Museum by the use of
Smartphone technology and QR codes. (QR stands for “quick response” codes
that allow Smartphone devices to directly link to information online.)  The exhibit
will also be available for users on their home computers through our website.

The Collections Department is busy getting ready for the big opening, but
thrilled to be able to showcase this amazing collection of World War II posters,
but there are a few individuals we could not have done it without: thanks to Lee
Silliman for enhancing the beauty of these posters with his hand crafted frames;
thanks to Steve Smith and the Surveyors Office of Missoula County for allowing
us to use their scanners to get our posters online, and thank to all the Collections
Department interns for helping the process along!

Curator's Corner, Cont'd from Page 1

Forestry Day - 2012
Oh yes, there’s still snow on the ground.  Yes, it’s still cold.  However, spring

is around the corner and that means that it’s time to get ready for Forestry Day –
Saturday, April 28, from 9:00 to 5:00.

Forestry Day is brought to by The University of Montana Woodsman Team,
who are hosting their annual college competition, and the Missoula Chapter of
the Montana Society of American Foresters, with super volunteer Scott Kuehn
who help put it all together.  Once again the sawmill will be operating, and some
of the country’s best professional forestry competitors will be on hand to put on
the “pro” part of the Pro-Am competition.  Activities include crosscut sawing,
pole climbing, springboard, obstacle course races, wood chopping, ax-throwing,
log rolling, “cookie” making, and hot saw competitions.  There will also be an
impressive array of historic forestry and logging equipment, operating steam-
powered sawmill, restored fire lookout tower, and venders.  Food will be available
from The University of Montana’s Woodsman Team.

Admission is $3 for adults, $2 for senior citizens, and $1 for students.  Children
under 6 and members of the Friends are admitted free.  Admissions help promote
the event and support the mainenance of the Forestry Interpretive Area.

So, sharpen up your ax, put on your hard hat and red suspenders, and get
ready to go!
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The next person hung at Hell Gate was a Pend
d’Oreille Indian.  In the fall of 1863 this Indian had killed
a man named Ward in Hell Gate canyon.  This same Indian
then joined a small band of Indians who were threatening
the white settlers.  The citizens of the area sent word to
the miners at Deer Lodge and Virginia City asking for
assistance.  Several men came in answer to that call and
persuaded the chief, who was the father of the Indian
being sought, to give up the Indian in order to avoid
further trouble.  The Indian was hung on April 3, 1864.

The next two deaths were the result of shooting.  The
saloon had stood vacant after the vigilantes hung Skinner.
Then William Cook re-opened the establishment in the
fall of 1864.  He divided the building into two rooms,
using one of the rooms for living quarters.  One afternoon
two Irishmen by the names of Doran and McLaughlin
came in and played cards until nearly dark.  Their game
ended in a quarrel over $2.50, and they left the saloon.
Later in the evening they returned to the saloon still
arguing.  There were several other men there by that time.
McLaughlin had anticipated trouble and had borrowed
a gun from C. P. Higgins.  When Doran reached under
his coat, McLaughlin pulled out his gun and fired.  The
other patrons made a mad dash for the back door as the
two combatants were firing across the front door.  There
was such a push that the back door couldn’t be opened.
Cook came up and said, “I can open it.  Go tell Captain
Higgins I am shot.”  When Higgins arrived the shooting
was all over.  McLaughlin had only fired that one shot.

From the Research Files at the Museum
In honor of the 150th Anniversary of the Founding of Hell Gate Village

Hell Gate
April Reardon, 1984

Doran had used up his ammunition.  McLaughlin had
been shot and had crawled into the living quarters before
he died.  Cook was laid on the bar counter.  Higgins
used a razor to remove the bullet, but with no proper
medical care available in the area, he didn’t have a
chance.  Cook died the next day.  Doran fled to
Stevensville where he was tried by Justice of the Peace
Roop, and found not guilty of any wrong doing.
Afterwards Doran moved to the Corvallis area where he
lived until at least 1877.

The last violent death in Hell Gate occurred in 1865.
Jerusha P. Shockley, who erected the last building in Hell
Gate as a boarding house, committed suicide by shooting
himself.  For a town that never had more than fourteen
permanent residents at any one time this was quite a high
death rate by rope and gun.  It is no wonder that people
called it one of the roughest towns in the west.

History moves on, however.  During the winter of
1864-1865 Frank Worden, Christopher Higgins and
David Pattee formed a partnership and erected a sawmill
at the place where Missoula now stands.  In the spring
of 1865 they constructed a flour mill there and then in
the fall of 1865 they moved their store from Hell Gate to
the present site of Missoula.  In February 1866, the Board
of County Commissioners took it upon themselves to move
the county seat from Hell Gate to Missoula.  Thus, the
history making town of Hell Gate died and Missoula was
born.

The End

"HISTORY  MINUTE – XXV"
St. Mary’s Mission

A young Jesuit priest named Father Pierre-Jean de Smet was assigned to establish a mission among the
Salish Indians.  He arrived in the Bitterroot Valley in September 1841 and began construction of St. Mary’s
Mission, near present-day Stevensville.

The Jesuits instructed the Salish in agriculture, as well as religion.  They planted and harvested Montana’s
first crops and later built the first grist and sawmills.  The mission was quite successful until 1846, when Father
de Smet began talk of converting the Salish people’s bitter enemies, the Blackfeet.  If their enemies received the
medicine, then the Black Robes were of no further use to the Salish.  When the mission continued to falter, the
Jesuits sold their property to John Owen in 1850.  St. Mary’s Mission was reestablished in 1866.

[“History Minutes” was an award-winning effort with Cherry Creek Radio.]
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GIFT MEMBERSHIPS
Need a unique birthday or anniversary gift?  Delight someone with a Gift
Membership in the Friends of the Historical Museum today.  Membership
entitles you to:

·  This quarterly newsletter, the Rally
·  Free admission to the Historical Museum and to all special events
·  10% discount at the Museum Store
·  Invitations to exhibit openings and special events

While the 2002 Mill Levy provides basic funds for museum operations,
building maintenance, and staffing, the Friends still need your membership
contributions to keep providing exhibits and educational programs, and to
pursue our restoration projects.

SPREAD THE WORD!
  The next time you come to the Museum for a lecture, special

event, workshop, exhibit opening or just to visit, BRING A FRIEND!
It’s on us!

  When you finish this issue of the Rally, pass it on to a friend and
spread the word about all the great things that are happening at the
Historical Museum at Fort Missoula.

  When you need a special gift, think of us  — and all the great
books, stationery, toys, Montana-made crafts and goodies that are
available in the Museum Store.

  When you want to do something different for a special friend,
think about getting him or her a membership in the Friends of the
Historical Museum.

Help us SPREAD THE WORD!

The Friends Annual Meeting is going to be held on April 3,
at the downtown Holiday Inn.  The cost is $20 per person and
reservations are required.

The fun starts at 5:30 with a no-host social hour, followed at
6:30 with a dinner featuring Chicken Marsala (sauteed breast of
chicken topped with mushrooms and marsala wine sauce –
mmmm), garden salad, herbed orange rice, vegetables, and New
York style cheesecake.  (Those who need a vegetarian meal need
to contact the Museum beforehand.)  At 7:00 the annual business
meeting begins; Museum Executive Director and Friends CEO,
Dr. Robert Brown will present his annual state of the Museum
report, and the 2012 election of board members and officers
takes place.  This year's nomination for a first term is:  Minie
Smith.  The slate of officers for the year is Jody Ratchford,
President; Victor Machart, Vice-President; Pat Turnage, Treasurer;
and Shirley George, Secretary.

This year’s Post Commander Award will presented to Tianah
Shaw, a Sentinel High School student who volunteers at the
front desk, has helped out with the 4th of July Celebration and
with our recent holiday exhibit.  Thank you and congratulations
Tianah!

Autumn (our busiest seasons).  We are also going to take advantage
of the change by giving it a facelift for the next edition.  We will also
be trying to do some e-blasts during the year to keep everyone

more current on what’s going
on at the Museum, as well as
producing two email versions
of the newsletter.  By the way,
the “Rally” is already on our
website along with a lot of really
interesting features including Facebook
and QR Codes, just visit us at www.fortmissoulamuseum.org.  The folks at Windfall Inc., along with
our own Volunteer Coordinator Carolyn Thompson and Curator Nicole Webb are keeping us on the
cutting edge of this technology.

So fasten your seatbelts and get ready to go into warp drive, and please, PLEASE, PLEASE,
PLEASE  send us your email address so we can keep in better contact with you.  Send your email
address to me, to the Museum’s account at ftmslamuseum@montana.com, to any of the staff addresses,
send it by mail, contact us through our website, telephone us, or send a carrier pidgeon.  Anyway
that’s comfortable to you and we’ll make it happen.  And, if you don’t want an email Summer or
Winter newsletter and still want one, let us know that too and we’ll make sure you get a hard copy.

Director's Message, Cont'd from Page 1

Fr i ends  Annua l  Meet i ng
The Friends Board will also be presenting The Dale and Coby

Johnson Award for Volunteer Service to Bill Weikel for all that
he’s done for the Museum, not only the Trolley Barn but for the
seven years-and-counting that he’s helped with so many projects
at the Museum.

Following the awards, Michael Delaney, and independent
scholar of Mark Twain will present a first-person program:  “Mark
Twain in Montana.”  In the early 1860s, en route from St. Joseph,
Missouri to Carson City, Nevada, Mark Twain met and had
breakfast with the notorious Virginia City desperado Bad Jack
Slade.  Fortunately, Slade was sober at the time and Twain survived
the interview.  Some three decades later on the third leg of his
worldwide lecture tour, Twain stopped and lectured in five
Montana cities.  Delaney presents a most amusing view of these
hisotrical events from Mark Twain’s unique perspective.  The
program is presented as part of Humanities Montana’s Speakers
Bureau, the Montana Cultural Trust, and the National Endowment
for the Humanities.

Call 728-3476, ext. 1 for reservations.

Reservations are required!
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“By leaving something to nonprofits I care about, I can help them continue to carry
out their mission after I am gone.”  —Ty Robinson

t h e  f o r m  o f  m e m b e r s h i p s ,  d o n a t i o n s ,  v o l u n t e e r  e f f o r t s ,  a n d  p l a n n e d  g i v i n g  t o  h e l p  “ K e e p
M i s s o u l a  H i s t o r y  A l i v e ! ”

O n c e  a g a i n ,  t h e  F r i e n d s  h a v e  j o i n e d  w i t h  4 0  o t h e r  W e s t e r n  M o n t a n a  n o n - p r o f i t s  i n
t h e  L e g a c y  M o n t a n a  c a m p a i g n  t o  r e m i n d  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  t o  r e m e m b e r  y o u r  f a v o r i t e
c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h e n  d o i n g  y o u r  e s t a t e  p l a n n i n g  o r  r e v i s i n g  y o u r  w i l l .

T h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  w a y s  y o u  c a n  p r o v i d e  f o r  y o u r  f a m i l y  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  l e a v e
a  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  r e m a i n d e r ,  o r  a  c e r t a i n  d o l l a r  a m o u n t ,  t o  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  M u s e u m .
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  m e t h o d s  f o r  l e a v i n g  a  l e g a c y  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  g i f t  o f  m o n e y .  Y o u  c a n  a l s o
g i v e  s t o c k ,  a  p a i d - u p  l i f e  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y ,  a  h o u s e  o r  e v e n  a  c a r !  A n d  y o u  c a n  d e s i g n a t e
y o u r  g i f t  f o r  a  f a v o r i t e  p r o j e c t ,  l i k e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  o r  t h e  t i m b e r  e x h i b i t s ,  o r  l e a v e  i t
a s  u n r e s t r i c t e d  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u s e  o n  p r o j e c t s  a s  n e e d e d .

W e  w e r e  h o n o r e d  i n  2 0 0 9  t o  r e c e i v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  l e g a c y  g i f t  f r o m  D r .  E v e l y n  R i m e l
t h a t  a l l o w e d  t h e  F r i e n d s  t o  f u n d  a  n e w  a c c e s s i b l e  b a t h r o o m  a n d  r a m p  i n  P o s t
H e a d q u a r t e r s .  L i k e  E v e l y n ,  y o u r  t h o u g h t f u l  p l a n n i n g  c a n  e n s u r e  t h a t  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s
w i l l  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e i r  h i s t o r y .

P l e a s e  a s k  y o u r  f i n a n c i a l  o r  l e g a l  a d v i s o r  a b o u t  o t h e r  t a x  b e n e f i t s  o f  p l a n n e d  g i v i n g
o r  v i s i t  t h e  L e g a c y  M o n t a n a  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w . l e g a c y m o n t a n a . c o m  t o  e x p l o r e  y o u r  o p t i o n s .

Leaving a Legacy at the Historical Museum

A Special Visitor
Top Left: John and Barb Rehder waiting for Santa

Middle Right:  Ellie Barnes and Barb Rehder
getting friendly with Santa

Bottom Left:  Ruth Royter with The Man

By Diane Sands,
Development Director
dsands@montana.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

*   Newletter Designed & Printed By:   A to Z Word Processing, Inc.  *

February 26 1910 Fire exhibit closes.
March 21-24 Montana Association of Museums conference in Bozeman.
April 3 Friends Annual Meeting, Holiday Inn Downtown.
April 20 Preview opening of World War II poster exhibit, United We

Will Win, 5:00-7:00.
April 21 Public opening of United We Will Win, 1:00-4:00.
April 28 Forestry Day.
April 29-May 2 American Association of Museums annual conference,

Minneapolis.
June 10 Stories and Stones, Fort Missoula Cemetery, 1:00-3:00.


