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Annual Report Edition - 2009

I don’t know if any of you caught this little bit of news, it was
in the Missoulian back on January 3, 2009. The little blurb simply
announced that Earth has entered a new epoch — the Anthropocene
Epoch. The Geological Society of London has decided that, after

examining the transformed patterns of sediment, disruptions to the
carbon cycle, and wholesale changes to the world’s plants and animals,
they believe that humans have so physically changed the landscape that our
post-industrialized Earth can no longer be considered still in the Holocene
epoch. Wow!

Now I’'m not sure about Holocene or Anthropocene Epochs, but the Historical Museum has
certainly entered a new epoch — the Alien Detention Camp Headquarters Building Epoch, or ADC-
Epoch. I’m not going to bore you with all of the information and details that have been in earlier
newsletters, but (there’s always a “but”), what a huge step this has been for the Historical Museum.
I find it particularly interesting if you’ve read the Local History Column in this newsletter, that the
renovation project for Building #322, the main Museum Building, was $56,000 back in 1976 and
on May 15, 2009 we purchased Building T-1, the headquarters building, for $480,000. My! How
we have grown!

Our eyes are now set on a larger vision. Our $50,000 grant from the National Park Service
for Japanese American internment sites, merely cements this vision. At the same time we have
entered into an agreement with The University of Montana to help preserve and interpret the Alien
Detention Camp and to seek National Historical Landmark
status for the Fort. We have accepted an enormous debt,
but for an enormous opportunity. We have a unique history

d.f o [ { d a }/ g = g { 5 it O ,b‘ i g here at Fort Missoula and we have to seize this opportunity.

Yes it’s that time of year. Even as it’s 90-degrees outside, we start Buieaons MesspzeiCenid o Rage o
to think about the upcoming holidays. This year the exhibit

All Dolled Up for the Holidays
will feature dolls, dolls, and more dolls. As usual, the exhibit will open
the Sunday before Thanksgiving — November 22, from 1:00 to 4:00.
And, as usual, all Friends members will get 20% off in the Museum
Store during the opening.
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If you have any dolls that want to join our dolls
for the holidays, contact Jason Bain or Rachel
Bartlett at the Museum.

Ho! Ho! Ho!

Happy Holidays!!







